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the ethos of historicism to construct a universal history of mankind. They also claim, with exceptional self-assur-

ance, to hold the prophecy for the future of mankind.
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Shanxi Province as An Example 130
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Abstract: Property distribution during the Land Reform period included land, houses, livestock, farm tools,
food, etc., but researches have so far been mostly focused on the distribution of land and little attention has
been paid to housing distribution and its change. Through the Land Reform, unequal housing occupation was
changed by way of allocating part of the houses of the landlords and rich households to the poor or hired peas-
ants who had few or no houses. After such initial allocation, some poor or hired peasants held on to their allocat-
ed houses for a long time, but others had their houses returned to the landlords or rich households either by le-
gal buy-back, customary practices, or even illegal means. The processes showcase an interplay of complicated
factors including traditional rural logic and so-called “counter-attack” described by the revolutionary jargon. To
study the initial housing allocation and its subsequent changes will provide us with an in-depth understanding
of the tradition of Chinese rural society and an overall comprehension of the profound influence of the Land Re-

form on rural society.
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The Farmland Irrigation Projects of the “Big Collectives” : From the Perspective of Long-term History

152
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Abstract: If the construction of farmland irrigation in the first thirty years of P. R. China was put in the perspec-
tive of long-term history, it’s not difficult to find that the agricultural collectivization was practiced such urgent-
ly not because of aberrant leadership or the desire to copy from the Soviet model. Rather, it was the result of
‘constrained overtaking strategy’. With the characteristics of ‘Confucian peasantry’ , they did not have open
and large-scale conflicts with the agricultural collectivization, but deep contradictions were there. When the
primitive accumulation of ‘constrained overtaking strategy’ was completed, the state decentralized its power

and, together with the die-hard ‘Confucian peasantry’ , ended the agricultural collectivization. Nevertheless,



