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Haizi Edge ( ) : A Waterfront Space in Taiyuan City during

the Ming and Qing Dynasties and the Republic of China
Li Ga' Wang Yaxiu®
(1. Center for Chinese History, Shanxi unirersity Taiyuan, 03006;
2. Shanxi Academy of Social Sciences, Taiyuan, 030006)
Abstract: Micro—scale research should become one of the important direction of historical urban

geography. Haizi Edge is a waterfront space in Taiyuan city, it is composed of Wenying Lake (

) and adjacent zone. Wenying Lake appeared during the period of Zhengtong ( ) of Ming
Dynasty at the latest. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Shanxi Examination Hall ( ),
Wenchang Palace ( ) and Chunyang Palace ( ) were the main buildings located on the

edge of Wenying Lake. Haizi Edge had already a certain landscape value and touring function. The
function of Examination Hall determined the region with prominent cultural characteristic in the
imperial examination. In the Late Qing and Republican Period, the spatial structure had taken place
great changes in Haizi Edge. The region had become the most famous touring space in Taiyuan city,
and it was also an important place for people to make a living. More importantly, Haizi Edge was the
center of mass rallies. As the function transformation in Haizi Edge, local government gradually
strengthened the control to the region in the Late Qing and Republican Period. Haizi Edge is a
microcosmic space, but we see a macroscopic world.

Key words: micro — scale; waterfront space; urban society; Haizi Edge; the Ming and Qing

Dynasties and the Republic of China
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