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In the Qing Dynasty the Ancestral Shrine Grave and Establishment
of Temple in Villages in Shanxi Province Where Residents Did Not
Share Common Surname: A Research Based on Stelae Inscription

Family Tree Gazetteer of Villages and Fieldwork

Yao Chunmin

Abstract: It is known to all that the power and influence of lineage has declined in northern China.
In southern reigns large number of local residents belonging to a same unilineal descent group live in vil-
lages very close to each other and ancestral shrine is considered more powerful than local government.
In contrast it is not the case in the north. However after having conducted fieldwork in rural areas for
years | found that the older generation in northern China has never forgotten their ancestral shrine and
lineage. Relevant historical accounts can also be found in village gazetteers. In the Qing dynasty China
villagers in Shanxi province living in a village often had different surnames. Powerful lineage in a village
usually established ancestral shrines of different sizes. Some villages even had approximately ten shrines
of this kind. The function and power of these ancestral shrines were tied up with local temples and it
was difficult to equally allocate local resources to them. Influential families were responsible for maintai—
ning particular temples in a village from generation to generation for hundreds of years. Rising families
intended to show their power by competing against these families and trying to take over the task. Ances—
tral shrine was often located at where surname lineages gather. The distribution of small temples was not
fixed while big temples were usually built at the highest place in a village. Ancestral graves of different
lineages were properly aligned around a village.

Key words: living in a village had different surnames; lineage; ancestral shrine; ancestral
grave; temple
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The Process of Establishment Renovation and Combination
of Northern Lineage: Based on Investigation of the Li Clan
in Bai Xiang Li Yang Cheng county Shanxi Province
Zhang Junfeng

Abstract: With the in-depth study of lineages the North lineages in recent years has attracted
great academic attention. Most researchers see the lineage as a functional entity viewing the linea-
ges in Nothern and Southern China with the same concepts and experience. From a practical point of
view this paper aims to explore the process of lineage construction and integration of the Li Clan in
Bai Xiang Li Shanxi showing the existence and concrete manifestation of lineages in Northern Chi—
na and thus shedding new light on the understanding of existent concepts and problems in terms of
clans. The paper finds that if researchers judge the strength and development of clans by exploring
its formalized and functional manifestations like “Genealogy’ “ancestral temple’ “family rules” and
“production” and “patriarch” from lineage practices without getting rid of the conceptual constraints
like “entity” and “standardization” such an approach which ignores the spacial differences and for—
mal diversities of lineages shall not provide us a correct understanding of the true meaning and signif-
icance of lineages for the Chinese people.

Key words: descent; integration of clans; Bai Xiang Li; the Li Clan; lineage
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